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When you travelWhen you travel  
  
♦ Leave shades, blinds, and curtains in 

normal positions. And don’t let your 
mail pile up! Call the post office to stop 
delivery or have a neighbor pick it up. 

 
♦ Create the illusion that you’re at home 

using trusted neighbors or timers that 
will turn lights on and off in different 
areas of your house throughout the 
evening. Lights burning 24 hours a day 
signal an empty house.  

 
♦ Don’t advertise that you will be on 

vacation. Give the information only to 
people who need to know.  

 

♦ Never leave a message on your 
answering machine that indicates you 
may be away from home now, say “I’m 
not available right now.”  

♦ When traveling in your car, always lock 
the doors when you leave the vehicle. 
Don’t  display gifts openly. Lock them 
in the trunk while you shop. 

There’s more you can do There’s more you can do  

♦ Consider adding a dog to your family.  
If you are not a dog person or can not 
have one due to allergies then buy a 
dog’s water bowl and toys.  Leave 
them in clear view in the yard to give 
the illusion of having a dog. 

CrimeCrimeCrime   
PreventionPreventionPrevention   

TipsTipsTips   
 

♦ Outdoor lighting can eliminate hiding 
places.  Install exterior lighting near 
porches, rear and side doorways, ga-
rage doors, and all other points of en-
try. Entryways to your home always 
should be well lighted.  Place lights 
out of reach from the ground so the 
bulbs cannot be removed or broken.  
Aim some lights away from the house 
so you can see if anyone is approach-
ing, or install motion-sensing lights 
which turn on automatically as some-
one approaches. 

Most importantlyMost importantly  

Contact your local MP Station at 046-
443-7555 to find our more about crime 
prevention in your area. 

Don’t forget the emergency 
number in the Netherlands is  

112 



Protecting your home:Protecting your home:  

Most burglars will spend no longer than 
60 seconds trying to break into a home. 
Use of installed locks and good 
neighbors who will watch out for each 
other can be a big deterrent to burglars. 
In almost half of reported residential bur-
glaries, the thieves simply walked in 
through unlocked doors or crawled 
through unlocked windows.  

By using these tips you can decrease 
your vulnerability and increase your 
safety.  

A lot of burglaries can be prevented. 
Most are committed by opportunist 
thieves, and in two burglaries out of ten 
the thief does not have to force his way 
in because a door or window has been 
left open.  

Burglars like easy opportunities. They 
don’t like locked windows because 
breaking glass attracts attention. They 
don’t like security deadlocks on doors 
because they cannot open them even 
from the inside and they have to get out 
through a window. Simple precautions 
like these do work.  

So check the security of your home 
against the advice on these pages, and 
strengthen the weak spots as soon as 
possible. A small outlay will, in many 
cases, make your home much more se-
cure and buy you peace of mind. 

Tips to keep you safe:Tips to keep you safe:  

StrangersStrangers  

Be alert to people loitering in residential 
streets. If it is no one you recognize, call 
the police. 

Gates and FencesGates and Fences  

A high wall or fence at the back of a house 
can put off a burglar. Check for weak spots 
where a thief could get in. A thorny hedge 
along a boundary can also be a useful 
deterrent. Make sure the front of the house 
is still visible to passers by, so that a 
burglar can’t work unseen. 

Burglar AlarmsBurglar Alarms   

Visible burglar alarms make burglars think 
twice. 

Small WindowsSmall Windows  

Even small windows like basement 
windows, skylights or bathroom fanlights 
need locks. A thief can get in through any 
gap larger than a human head. 

Front Door RoofFront Door Roof  

A thief could reach first floor windows from 
this roof – so fit window locks. 

Garages and ShedsGarages and Sheds   

Never leave a garage or garden shed 
unlocked, especially if it has a connecting 
door to the house. Lock tools and ladders 
away so that a thief cannot use them to 
break in. 

 

 

Spare KeysSpare Keys   

Never leave a spare key in a hiding 
place under a doormat, in a flowerpot or 
inside the letterbox – a thief will look 
there first. 

♦ Most burglaries happen when a 
house is empty. 

♦ Don’t advertise your absence when 
you’re on holiday, or even out at work 
or shopping. 

♦ Use time switches to turn on lights, 
radios and other appliances when 
you’re out. This will make it look as if 
your house is occupied. 

♦ Don’t let your TV or videos show 
through a window. 

♦ Draw the curtains if you are going out 
for the evening. 

Get a friend or neighbor to look after 
your home when you are on holiday, to 
collect mail left in the mailbox, adjust the 
curtains, sweep up leaves, even mow 
the lawn and generally make the house 
look lived in. 
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